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demanded all its energies. It was a ' far cry' to the bleak
and barren shores of Cape Breton, and English statesmen
at that time were willing to barter a fortress unnecessary, as
they thought, to the North American colonies, for the sake
of ending an unpopular war across the Channel. So, at the
famous peace of Aix-la-Chapelle, Louisbourg was restored to
the French to the immense satisfaction of the original owners,
and to the burning indignation of the New Englanders who
had dared so much, and fought so stubbornly for its
possession,

One thing, however, the British Government did to make
amends to New England for this short-sighted and selfish
surrender. In order to tighten its grip upon Acadia, which
was still seething with discontent, it was proposed to build
a great city on the splendid harbour of Chebucto, which
offered a safe shelter for British shipping. King George and
his ministers held out liberal inducements to desirable settlers,
offering free grants of land, arms and tools, and a year's
provisions to all men of hardy physique and some skill in
building, agriculture, and mechanical trades. Large numbers
of people accepted these generous terms, and under the
Hon. Edward Cornwallis, the future governor of the yet
unbuilt city, 2,500 souls set sail from England in the warship
Sphinx, and thirteen transports. Then to the astonished eyes
of the Acadians and the Indian tribes who hung round on the
scent of blood and scalps, there arose the city of Halifax,
as for twelve months the hammers of a thousand carpenters,
the axes of a thousand woodsmen, rang out in that wilderness,

The building of that great new town was a death-blow to
the hopes of the French-Canadians for regaining possession
of Acadia. Nevertheless, the spies from Louisbourg and
Quebec redoubled their efforts to induce the Acadian peasants
to rise against the English. In this they were aided by some
fanatical priests, among whom was one named Le Loutrej
famous in Canadian history for his hatred of OUT country, and
for the fierce an4 cruel zeai with whiobi he stirred up revolt